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____________________________________________________________________________________________________





Rocket Mail  is a by-way of philately that seems to exert an attraction on Scouts  Basically, Rocket Mail and Rocket Post stamps are, like Local Carriage Labels, not postage stamps at all, and could be called (in view of the distance usually travelled) “Very Local Carriage Labels”.  Mail has been carried in rockets from locations such as Jamborees, and has had an appropriate commemorative label attached to mark the event.  The listing below has been set out chronologically, rather than alphabetically. 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________





INDIA





1937 	During the All-India Jamboree in Delhi in February 1937, eleven large 


RI-1	rockets were fired over a distance of one mile!  The covers carried by the 


	rockets bore a label depicting a rocket launch, and giving details of the 


	event, and the legend "Rocket Despatch".  These Rocket stamps were 


	printed in red, in blue and in green, and a total of 6000 were printed.  


	After landing, an Indian postage stamp was affixed, for ordinary postal 


	purposes._______________________________________________________________________________





1937 	During a Guide Rally in Bengal, in March 1937, two rocket firings were 


RI-2	carried out, using the same "Rocket Stamp" as that listed above, but optd. 


	in the top left with "Bengal Girl Guides Rally 2-3-37".


________________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________





BELGIUM





1960 	Two rockets were fired, at Raeren, Belgium, carrying a number of covers, 


RB-1	each carrying a Belgium stamp.  Some were then sent to the United States 


	of America where they received a philatelic cancellation in Brooklyn,


	New York.  Others had a Canal Zone cancellation applied, as well as 


	other oddities.  The "Bulletin" of the SGSC,  No.5, lists the various items 


	carried, which include tête-beche SS: Winter Olympics: Boy Scout items: 


	US Scout stamps: Canal Zone Scout stamp; etc., etc.  Out of all this comes 


	one interesting note:  there is a "Rocket Stamp" used on many of  these 


	covers, depicting a Scout, tents, badge and rocket.  This label also appears 


	in sheetlets of 4, P.& Imp., and inscribed in Dutch "Fifty Year Jubilee of 


	American 	Scouting".  NOTE:  The Guyana Scout issue Gyn-23 of 1991 


	includes a MS that actually depicts one of these rockets, named "Daniel 


	Beard".  The other rocket was named "Baden-Powell II".  (Acknowledge-


	ments to SGSC: John Adams of California,  and Frederick J. Oppliger 


	of Florida.)
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GERMANY, West





1961 	A rocket named "Alan Shephard" was fired on 21st May 1961 in a Rover 


RG-1	Scout sponsored launch from Duisburg-Rahm. Covers bear a Rocket-post 


	stamp @ 50pf, and usually carry the German 1961 Scout stamp._____________________________________





1961 	A rocket named "Folke Bernadotte" was fired on 29th July 1961 in a 


RG-2	Rover Scout sponsored launch from Duisburg-Rahm.  Covers do not 


	appear to bear any Rocket-post stamp, but a 1Dm frank, and usually 


	carry the German 1961 Scout stamp.


________________________________________________________________________________________________
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END of the Scout Rocket Mail Listings


( 2005  J. D. F. McKee




















